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Week	6:	Future	Events		
	
Open	in	prayer. 

	
Introductory	Discussion: 

Before we begin digging into scripture, consider the following… 

• What is the benefit of knowing about future events?  
• How does knowing the end of the story bring you comfort?  
• With your current understanding, what happens to us at the end? 

This week we’ll be discussing matters concerning future events. All of the things that we’ll be discussing 
have been promised to us by the Lord Jesus Christ. We understand that there are multiple views and 
understandings on the timeline of these events, but this evening, we’d like to focus on the certainty and 
imminence of those events and practically how they affect us. 

 

Read	aloud	Bethany’s	teaching	concerning	Future	Events,	found	in	our	Statement	of	Faith:	

“We believe in the imminence of Christ’s return.1  At the end of the age, He will separate the just into 
His eternal presence and the unjust to endless punishment in the Lake of Fire based on the gift of 
salvation through faith in Christ or the rejection of this gift.2”   
 

• What does “imminence” mean? 
• Historically the Church has maintained the position that Christ’s return is imminent.  How should 

this teaching influence the believer's life?  The unbeliever’s life?  

 
The following are all events that we, as His Church, can see in Scripture and be looking forward to.  As you 
study these, remember to focus on the certainty, imminence, and the effect each has on us – not the 
timeline!   
 
The	Rapture:	
	

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18.  
 
The word rapture is linked to the word we use for a bird of prey - raptor.  The picture is of being 
plucked up out of this world.  This day will be a glorious day of reunion with believers who have faced 
the first death prior to this day.  More importantly we will all meet the Lord together in the air.   
 
 

Tribulation/Wrath:	
	

Read Revelation 6 (especially verse 17). 
 
In these days Satan will have a free run of this world, Antichrist and the false prophet will be powerful 
agents of his has he deceives the lost and seeks to destroy Israel and the saints.  This will be a literal 
seven-year period of time when unbelievers will face the terrible wrath of God as they continue to 
reject His offer of grace and mercy.   



Bethany Baptist Church  Theology: Week 6 2 

Second	Coming	and	the	Millennial	Kingdom: 
 

Read Revelation 19:11–16 and Revelation 20:1–3. 
 
Jesus will return to this earth to crush “those who dwell upon the earth” who continue to stand against 
Him.  Satan will be bound and cast into the pit for 1000 years.  At this time Jesus will establish His 
earthly kingdom where His saints will reign with Him for 1000 years.   

 
 
Judgement	Seat	and	Accounting:	
 

Read Matthew 25:31-46 and Revelation 20:4–6. 
 
This is when Jesus will judge all men. Both those who have placed their faith and trust in Him and those 
who have not. Those who are believers in Christ will rule and reign with Him for eternity, and those who 
have not believed will eternally experience His wrath in the Lake of Fire. 

 
 
New	Heaven	and	New	Earth:	
 

Read Revelation 21:1–4. 
 
What a day it will be when everything about this current world will be completely uncreated by the 
Lord! This will not be the end of all things; it will be the new beginning of the New Creation. A world 
that will once again be perfect and Holy. More significantly, on this day The New Jerusalem (God’s Holy 
City) will descend and God will make His dwelling place among those whom He has redeemed.   

 
 
Practical	Application:	
Remember a key aspect of this study is the practical application of Theology.  (Please don’t hesitate to be 
specific as you share). 

• How do the truths of future events practically help us to better understand who God is? 

• What aspect of the doctrine of end times is most difficult for you to grasp?   

• How will this teaching on future events influence your life and worship this week?   

• How can you use the doctrines of future events in personal evangelism this week? 

• How should the truths of eternity affect how we live this life? 

• How does/will the doctrine of future events affect your worship (Personally and corporately)? 

 

1 Titus 2:11-14 – See also: Acts 1:11; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11; 1 Peter 4:7 
2 Matthew 13:49 – See also: Matthew 13:37-43, 24:30-31, 25:31-33, 35-41; Romans 2:2-16; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Daniel 12:2; Matthew 5:28-29. See also: Acts 
10:42, 24:15; 2 Peter 3:3-13 

 


