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Week	4:	Salvation		
	
Open	in	prayer. 

	
Introductory	Discussion: 

• What does your salvation mean to you? 

• What is it that you have been saved from? 

	
Thinking	back:		

Before we move on to salvation it is critical to remember where we’ve been.   In our last study we looked to 
the fall.  Don’t forget the fall, for one will never grasp their need for God’s gift of salvation in Christ until 
they understand their guilt and need for a savior from their sin.    

It has been said that when we share the Gospel with someone who is lost, we should spend far more time 
helping them understand their sin, depravity, and God’s judgment for sinners.   

• For all have sinned (Roman’s 3:23) 

• This is true of every man, woman, and child born from the time of original sin in the garden. 
(Genesis 3, Ephesians 2:1-4)  

• Sin is not merely the wrong actions we have taken - we are by our very nature sinners.  Our sin is a 
trespass toward God. 

• God will Judge sin. (Romans 6:23) 

	
Read	aloud	Bethany’s	teaching	concerning	Salvation,	found	in	our	Statement	of	Faith:	

“We believe that an individual’s personal guilt and depravity make reconciliation to God essential to 
escape God’s eternal wrath and gain eternal life. Mankind is helpless to provide reconciliation for 
himself.1 The good news of the Gospel is that salvation is made free to all by the death and resurrection 
of Christ.2 It is initiated by God and is accomplished by grace apart from any human works.3 The 
sovereignty of God in salvation does not diminish the responsibility of each individual to accept it by 
personal faith in Christ,4 which is the only condition of salvation. Repentance toward God prompted by 
the Holy Spirit is an integral part of saving faith.5 All who thus believe in the Lord Jesus Christ are forgiven, 
regenerated, and justified,6 and the perfect righteousness of Christ is imputed to them.7 They are given 
spiritual life which is manifested in their growth in grace.8 Each believer has been sanctified positionally in 
Christ, is being sanctified by the continuing work of the Spirit, and ultimately at Christ's coming will be 
completely sanctified.9 True believers are saved forever and can never be lost.10” 	

 
In our last Small Group meeting, we discussed creation and the fall of humankind – this discussion 
established our need for salvation and the reason that we need to be saved: we’re fallen sinners. So, the 
next thing that we should establish is, “How are we saved?” 

	
Read	Ephesians	2:1-10:	

• Who was dead in sin?   

• How is this former condition of sin described in the passage? 
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o What did this look like in your own life?  

• What does it mean in verse 3 when it says, “we were by nature children of wrath”? 

• What compelled God to take action regarding your condition of sin? (verse 4-5) 

o What role does your value, merit, or goodness play in God’s action? 

o What role does His nature and attributes play in God’s action?   

o How are these attributes described?   

God has saved you by His grace, based on His love and mercy to you, so that in the coming ages He might 
display His immeasurable riches of grace toward you.   

It’s a really good thing that salvation is not earned. If salvation were earned, then we would all receive what 
was due to us. And given the fact that we’ve all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23, 
Isaiah 64:6), we would all be awaiting a justly due death penalty. 

But by God’s grace, He offers salvation as a gift. We don’t deserve to be saved, but by His good pleasure He 
has chosen to save some. This is an undeserved gift to mankind, initiated by His Spirit so that no one may 
boast that they’ve earned their salvation. 

 
Now, let’s think through this same topic of salvation through the lens of righteousness found in Romans 3:21-26. 

	
Read	Romans	3:21-26:	

• Define the word “righteousness” in a way that makes sense in this passage. 

• What does it mean for all those who believe to have the righteousness of Christ? 

	
Practical	Application:	

• How does the doctrine of salvation help you to better understand who God is? 

• What aspect of the doctrine of Salvation is most difficult for you to grasp?   

• What aspect of God’s salvation by grace through faith in Christ alone gives you the most comfort?   

• How will the realities of God’s salvation toward you shape your life decisions this week?   

• How can you use the doctrines of salvation in personal evangelism this week? 

• How does/will the doctrine of salvation affect your worship (Personally and corporately)? 

1 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 - See also Romans 5:6 
2 John 3:16 - See also Acts 17:30 
3 Ephesians 2:8-9 
4 Acts 16:31 - See also John 3:16 
5 Luke 13:3-5, Acts 17:30 - See also: Acts 2:38; Matthew 3:2, 4:17  
6 Romans 5:1 - See also: Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:23  
7 2 Corinthians 5:21 
8 2 Peter 3:18 
9 2 Corinthians 3:18 - See also: 1 Corinthians 1:2; 1 John 3:2 
10 John 10:27-30 

 


