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Week	3:	The	Creation	and	Fall	of	All	Created	Things		
Concerning	Creation,	Angels	and	the	Fall	of	Man	

 
	

Open	in	prayer. 

 

This week we will establish a foundational truth about God; He is the maker, creator, and sustainer of 
everything that exists.   

Colossians 1:16 - For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 

Hebrews 11:3 - By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was not made out of things that are visible.” 

	

Introductory	Discussion:	

• What is the point of the creation narrative (Genesis 1-2)? 

• Why did God make His act of creation known to us? 

	

NOTE:	As	you	continue	through	this	lesson,	we	encourage	you	to	read	through	the	material	and	make	
sure	that	you	understand	what	is	being	said.		There	are	not	many	questions	until	the	end.		Please	leave	
plenty	of	time	to	work	through	how	to	apply	these	truths	in	a	practical	way!	

	

Here	is	Bethany’s	teaching	concerning	angels,	found	in	our	Statement	of	Faith:	

“We	believe	in	the	existence	of	angels	who	are	mighty,	spiritual	beings	that	were	created	by	God.		
They	serve	Him	in	various	ways	and	are	specially	appointed	to	watch	over	and	minister	to	God's	
people.1		We	believe	that	at	some	time	in	the	past	a	large	number	of	angels,	under	the	leadership	of	
Satan,	rebelled	against	God	and	were	removed	from	His	presence.2		They	oppose	God	and	His	
purposes	and		rule	over	the	spiritual	darkness	of	this	world.3		Satan	is	the	enemy	of	God's	people.		
Although	he	is	very	powerful,	he	is	not	equal	to	God	and	must	give	account	for	his	actions.4		He	and	
the	other	fallen	angels	are	destined	to	be	judged	by	Christ	at	His	return	and	ultimately	to	be	eternally	
imprisoned	in	the	Lake	of	Fire.5”	

	
At	this	point	we	will	plan	to	focus	on	the	creation	of	the	physical	world.		Some	important	notes	as	we	
think	about	angels:	

1. The	angels	(including	Satan	and	the	demons)	are	created	beings	under	the	authority	of	God.			
2. Angels	were	created	as	angels,	and	men	and	women	were	created	in	God’s	image.	Angels	are	

distinctly	different	beings	from	people.	Believers	do	not	“graduate”	and	become	angels	in	
heaven.			

3. Most	importantly,	everything	is	created	by	God.	Whether	angels,	people,	creatures,	or	things	
seen	or	unseen.	
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Here	is	Bethany’s	next	statement	related	to	creation,	found	in	our	Statement	of	Faith:	

“We believe that in the beginning it pleased God to display the glory of His eternal power and divine 
nature6 by creating the world and all things, both visible and invisible.  He did so in six days, and all things 
were very good as originally created.7  We believe the Biblical account of creation is neither allegory nor 
myth, but a literal, historical account of the direct, immediate creative acts of God; that Adam was 
created by a direct work of God and not from previously existing forms of life; and that all people are 
descended from the historical Adam and Eve, who were created in God’s image and likeness, and are first 
parents of the entire human race.8 
 
In light of God’s creative design, we believe that the Bible teaches that marriage is the joining of one man 
and one woman and that sexual intimacy is to be expressed only within the bonds of a Biblically defined 
marriage.  Any other form of marriage or sexual intimacy is immoral and a perversion of God’s gracious 
will.9” 

 
Read Genesis 1:1–2: 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters.   

 
The first words of scripture immediately establish that there is a God, and He was there before there was 
anything else.  God preexisted all things.  Because God created everything, God has authority over all 
things.  
 
Earlier we discussed what we thought was the point of the creation story.  God did not document His act of 
creation just for a nice story or explanation of where things came from, but His intent was to show Jesus as 
“the Creator and Sustainer of all things; He has authority over all creation and is the One worthy of 
worship.” (Devotional Doctrine, Armstrong; p.44) 
 
God gave everything a purpose; everything bears the mark of His creative hand.  Everything bears His 
beauty and design.  God has created all things to give testimony to His “eternal power and divine nature” 
(Romans 1:20).   Simply stated, the purpose of all creation is to worship, honor, praise, and glorify God - 
because He is worthy of all worship.  
 
Often times our culture tries to pit science against Scripture. “People don’t object to the biblical account of 
creation because it’s ludicrous or intellectually dishonest to believe that a pre-existent God spoke all things 
into existence. They object because it tells us we are not autonomous beings.”  (Devotional Doctrine, 
Armstrong; p.45) 
 
If there is no creation, there is no creator, and if there is no creator then we are not accountable to anyone.  
 

• How does the above statement help us understand society’s “preference” to believe in evolution? 

• Based on what we have looked at so far, what gives God the authority to give commands such as; 
“of this tree you shall not eat”.  And 10 commands that state “thou shall not…” ? 

• How does God’s role as creator mesh with His judgment for sin?  (Consider Genesis 2:17 and 
Romans 6:23)  
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Now that we’ve touched on God’s role in judging sin, let’s shift our focus to the ones making these offenses 
against the Creator. 
 

Here	is	what	our	Statement	of	Faith	says	about	the	Fall	of	Man:	

“We believe that man was originally created a sinless being.10  By voluntary transgression he fell from that 
sinless state,11 and, as a result, all are now sinners by nature and conduct12 and are justly under divine 
condemnation.13” 

 
• How would you define sin? 

 
Consider the following definitions of sin to help flesh out our understanding of what sin is: 
 

• Missing the mark. Sin is falling short of God’s glory and His standards for humanity by our conscious 
choice to defy Him (Rom. 3:23). 
 
• Transgression. It is lawbreaking, or transgression, a deliberate act of defiance of God’s explicit 
commands (Rom. 5:14; 1 Tim. 2:14). 
 
• Rebellion. Speaking to the heart of our transgressions, the rebellious nature of sin is our desire to 
disobey God, shaking our clenched fists at the One who has made us and shown us the way to life (Isa. 
1:2). 
 
• Selfishness. Sin is acting out of a selfish attitude, one that assumes happiness comes from doing 
whatever we think we want rather than obedience to God. It is putting ourselves first rather than others 
(Phil. 2:3). 
 
• Idolatry. Our sin is the real-world manifestation of what rules our hearts, our worship of someone or 
something other than God, whether statues of wood or gold, status, security, power, or pleasure (Matt. 
15:10-20; Jas. 4:1-10). 

 
Practical	Application:	

Remember a key aspect of this study is the practical application of Theology.  (Please don’t hesitate to be 
specific as you share). 
 

• How do the truths of God as Creator practically help us to better understand who God is? 

• What aspect of the doctrine of Creation is most difficult for you to grasp?   

• What aspect of God as Creator of everything gives you the most comfort?   

• How will the truth of God as authority over all creation influence the everyday decisions you face 
this week?   

• How can you use the doctrines of sin in personal evangelism this week? 

• How does/will the Doctrine of creation influence your worship (Personally and corporately)? 

• What is your understanding of sin?  How has it changed over time? 

• How does tonight’s discussion make you hungry to search Him out more in the Word? 
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1 Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:14 
2 Isaiah 14:12; Matthew 25:41; See also: Luke 10:18; Revelation 12:3-9 
3 Ephesians 6:12; See also 2 Corinthians 4:4 
4 Job 1:6; Jude 9 
5 Revelation 20:1-3, 10; See also Matthew 25:41 
6 Romans 1:20 
7 Genesis 1:31; Colossians 1:16; See also: Exodus 20:11, 31:17 
8 Genesis 1-2; Exodus 20:11, 31:17; Nehemiah 9:6; Psalm 33:6-9; John 1:3; Romans 5:12-21; Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 11:3 
9 Genesis 2:18, 24-25; See also: Matthew 19:4-6; 1 Corinthians 6:18-7:1-4; Ephesians 5:22-33; Hebrews 13:4 
10 Ecclesiastes 7:29; See also: Genesis 1:27, 31; 2:16-17 
11 Genesis 3:6-7; Romans 5:12; See also Romans 5:19 
12 Psalm 51:5; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:23; See also: Romans 3:9-18, 5:15-19; James 2:10 
13 John 3:36; See also: Romans 1:20, 5:18 

 


