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Week	2:	The	Trinity	
Concerning	Our	Triune	God	

 
	

Open	in	Prayer:	

This week will be one of the heavier studies for this fall as it covers a vast amount of content.  It will be 
difficult to dig into the depths of this material in the limited amount of time we have.  We will be looking at 
all three aspects of the Trinity – God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

 

Introductory	Discussion:	

• A.W. Tozer says: “Whatever comes into your mind when you think about God is the most important 
thing about you.”  As a group, discuss this concept. 
 

Read	aloud	Bethany’s	teaching	concerning	the	Trinity,	found	in	our	Statement	of	Faith:	

“We believe that there is only one living and true God1 who is infinite, eternal, self–existing, unchanging, 
perfect Spirit. 2  He is a personal Being and the Creator, Upholder, and supreme Ruler of the universe. 3 He 
is indescribably glorious in holiness, and worthy of all our worship, trust, and love. 4  Though one God, He 
exists in three Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 5  The Father is – neither begotten nor 
proceeding; the Son is – eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Spirit is – proceeding from the Father 
and the Son. 6  These Persons are equal in essence and in every divine perfection, 7 but each has His own 
distinct work to perform. 8” 

 

• What does it mean for our God to be “Triune”?	
	

The	Mystery	of	God’s	Nature:	

This is the great mystery of God’s nature: God is One, but He is also three—the Father, Son, and Spirit. Each is 
fully and equally God, yet each Person is distinct from one another. The Father is God, the Son is God, and the 
Spirit is God. But the Father is not the Son nor the Spirit, the Son is not the Father nor the Spirit, and the Spirit 
is not the Father nor the Son (Matt. 11:27; John 10:30; 14:16).  
And yes, that really is the simplest way to explain it.  
 
This is why we shouldn’t try to use analogies to describe the Trinity either. They all wind up making us 
accidental heretics. For example:  

o The Trinity is not like water, which exists at different times as gas, liquid, or solid. That’s Modalism. 
o The Trinity isn’t like a star from which light and heat emanate. That’s Arianism.  
o The Trinity isn’t like a family with a mother, father, and child. That’s Tritheism.  

 
Analogies like this make for terrible theology. The Trinity is a grand mystery. God’s revelation of His nature is 
incomparable—there is literally nothing else like Him in all the universe. 
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Read	aloud	Bethany’s	teaching	concerning	God	the	Father,	found	in	our	Statement	of	Faith:	

“We believe that God the Father, the first Person of the Trinity, is – neither begotten nor proceeding. He is the 
Creator of all things by His word and through His Son. As 9 Creator He is also Owner, the only absolute and all–
powerful Ruler in the universe. He is sovereign in creation, providence, and redemption. 10  His fatherhood 
involves both His designation within the Trinity and His relationship with mankind. As Creator He is Father to 
all men, but He is spiritual Father only to believers. 11 He has decreed for His own glory all things that come to 
pass. 12  In His sovereignty He is neither author nor approver of sin, 13 nor does His sovereignty diminish the 
accountability of mankind. 14  He has graciously chosen from eternity past those whom He would have as His 
own. 15  He saves from sin all who come to Him through Jesus Christ, Whom He graciously sent into the world 
to save sinners16 and Whom He raised from the dead. 17 He adopts as His own all those who come to Him and 
thus becomes their Father, 18  keeping them for Jesus Christ. 19 He has set a day when He will judge the world 
in righteousness through Jesus Christ. 20” 
 
• What do we mean that the Father is “neither begotten nor proceeding”?	

 

God in three persons is the eternal, independent, and personal cause of the universe. 

 

Consider the following quote, from the book Big Truths for Young Hearts: 

There is one and only one God.  But that one God lives and is expressed always as the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  So there is one God but three Persons, each of whom is fully 
God.  And each of the Persons of God is responsible for certain parts of the work that God does in 
the world. 

For example, it is true (and glorious) to say, “God saves us from our sin.”  This is a wonderful 
truth we’ll think more about in later chapters, and yes, it is God who does this.  But if we think more 
carefully, we realize that “God saves us” only as the Father does his own particular work along with 
the Son who does his own particular work along with the Holy Spirit who does his own particular 
work in saving us.  That Father is the One who planned our salvation and chose to send his Son into 
the world to save us from our sin (John 3:16-17).  But the Son (not the Father and not the Holy 
Spirit) is the One who came to become a man and to live a perfect life and then die on the cross 
(Philippians 2:5-8).  The Holy Spirit worked to help Jesus during his life (Luke 4:14-21) and works in 
our lives so that we are able to put our faith in Christ and be saved (John 3:4-8).  So the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit each play different roles, and together they accomplish the one work of 
salvation that the one God brings to us.  

(Bruce Ware, 44-45)  See attached copy of the entire chapter for more study. 

	

Read	aloud	Bethany’s	teaching	concerning	God	the	Son,	found	in	our	Statement	of	Faith:	

“We believe that God the Son, the second Person of the Trinity, is – eternally begotten of the Father. 21 It 
was through Him and for Him that all things were created. 22  He is both fully God and fully man. 23 His 
literal human body was miraculously conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and He was born of a 
human mother who was a virgin. 24 As our Lord Jesus Christ, He lived a sinless life on earth, died on the 
cross as our substitute and bore the judgment of our sins, 25 and was raised bodily from the tomb as a 
testimony to the sufficiency of His sacrifice and as a guarantee of our future resurrection. 26 As the Head 
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of His Body, the Church, He builds, directs, and sustains it. 27 He is now in heaven as the great High Priest 
interceding for us28 and will return one day in glory to judge the living and the dead.”  

 

• Read John 3:16-17 in the King James Version.	

• How do these verses demonstrate the Son’s “begotten” relationship with the Father?	

• How do these verses demonstrate the Son’s work of salvation within the trinity?	

 

Read	aloud	Bethany’s	teaching	concerning	God	the	Holy	Spirit,	found	in	our	Statement	of	Faith:	

“We believe that God the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, is – proceeding from the Father and 
the Son. 29 He is a divine Person, equal with God the Father and God the Son and of the same nature. 30  
He was active in creation,31  convicts men of sin,32  and indwells each believer. 33  He also bears witness to 
the truth of the Scriptures, for it is ultimately the work of the Spirit in our hearts that fully persuades and 
assures us of its infallible truth and divine authority. 34  He performs various ministries such as 
regenerating, sealing, guiding, teaching, sanctifying, strengthening, and interceding. 35  The Holy Spirit 
gives varieties of gifts to believers, which are special abilities for service to the body. 36  He also enables 
the believer to crucify the flesh with its passions and desires, and He produces fruit in the Christian’s life. 
37 It is the believer's privilege to be filled with the Spirit and thereby to produce fruit unto God’s glory and 
live in joyful obedience. 38” 

 

Many people view the Holy Spirit as the forgotten member of the Trinity.  He is fully God (just as the 
Father and Son are) and is active.  He convicts the Lost of sin, calls them to repentance, He resides and 
indwells Believers, and opens our spiritual eyes to the truth of the Word of God.  There is no question 
that He is very real in your personal life and the life of the church.   

• Read the following passages and discuss the role of the Spirit in the Trinity and how God relates to 
His people: 

o Matthew 28:19 - “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 

o John 15:26 - “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.” 

o Galatians 4:6 - “And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!”  

o Galatians 5:22-24 - “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” 
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Practical	Application:	

Remember a key aspect of this study is the practical application of Theology.  (Please don’t hesitate to be 
specific as you share). 

• How do these truths help us to better understand who God is? 

• What aspect of the theology of God is most difficult for you to grasp?   

• What aspect of this doctrine gives you the most comfort?   

• How will these truths about God influence the everyday decisions you face this week?   

• How will you use these doctrines in personal evangelism this week? 

• How will you use the doctrine of who God is in your worship (both personal and corporate) this 
week? 

• How does this discussion make you hungry to search Him out more in the Word 

 

1 Deuteronomy 6:4-5; See also: Jeremiah 10:10 
2 Habakkuk 1:12a ; John 4:24; See also: Psalm 102:25-27, 147:5; Romans 1:20 
3 Psalm 83:18 ;  Revelation 4:11; See also: Genesis 1:1-25; Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:10 
4 See Deuteronomy 6:4-5 above 
5 Matthew 3:16-17; See also: Matthew 28:19; John 15:26; 2 Corinthians 13:14 
6 John 1:14 ; John 15:26” 
7 John 10:30; Acts 5:3-4; See also: John 14:10, 17:5; 1 Corinthians 2:10-11 
8 Ephesians 1:3-7; See also John 14:26, 15:26; Ephesians 1:13-14, 2:18 
9 Genesis 1:1; John 1:2; Colossians 1:15-16 
10 Genesis 50:20; Psalm 103:19; Psalms 135:6a; Ephesians 1:3-5 
11 Ephesians 4:6; Romans 8:14; See also 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 
12 Ephesians 1:10c-11 
13 Habakkuk 1:13a; See also: James 1:13 
14 1 Peter 1:17 
15 Ephesians 1:4-6; See also: John 6:44-45, 65 
16 John 3:16 
17 1 Peter 1:21 
18 John 1:12; See also: Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:5; Hebrews 12:5-9 
19 John 10:29; See also: Romans 8:35-39; Philippians 1:6; Jude 1 
20 Acts 17:31 
21 See John 1:14, 18 under the section “Concerning Our Triune God” 
22 John 1:2; Colossians 1:15-16; See also: Genesis 1 (all); Ephesians 3:9-12 
23 John 1:1-2, 14; See also: John 8:58; Philippians 2:7-8 
24 Isaiah 7:14; See also: Luke 1:26-38 
25 1 Peter 2:21-24; See also: 1 Corinthians 15:1-7 
26 Luke 24:1-6; See also: 1 Corinthians 15:1-7, 23-26 
27 Ephesians 4:11-12; See also: Matthew 28:19-20; Colossians 1:18 
28 Hebrews 4:14 ; See also: Verses 15-16 
29 John 15:26; Galatians 4:6  
30 Matthew 28:19; Acts 5:3-4; See also: John 14:26; 1 Corinthians 2:10-11; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Hebrews 9:14 
31 Genesis 1:1-2 
32 John 16:8-9 
33 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
34 Acts 5:30-32; See also: John 16:13,14; 1 Corinthians 2:10-13, 12:3; Ephesians 6:17; 1 John 2:20,27 
35 Romans 8:14; See also: John 3:3-6; Romans 8:26-7; Ephesians 1:13, 17, 3:16, 4:30 
36 1 Corinthians 12 
37 Galatians 5:22-24 
38 Ephesians 5:18-20 

 


