
Bethany Baptist Church  Theology: Week 1 1 

Week	1:	The	Bible		
Concerning	the	Scriptures	

 
	

Read	the	introduction	to	this	study:	

At the most basic level Theology means “words about God”. One’s theology simply refers to what you as 
a person believe about God. Your theology is very practical - what you believe about God shapes and 
influences your everyday life. There is no area of life that is left unaffected by what you believe about 
God.    

As individuals, a deeper understanding of theology helps us to worship God on an even deeper level. 
Theology helps to combat “easy believism” (when you believe something without thinking it through) 
and, as scripture says, helps us to “know” God. 

This is why it is so critical for a church family to clearly establish and embrace its core doctrine. As 
members of Bethany Baptist Church we have mutually embraced our core doctrines which are laid out in 
our Statement of Faith.   

Throughout this study our intention is to utilize the doctrines found in BBC’s Statement of Faith as an 
outline for our small group studies. This study is intended to deepen our personal theology and greater 
understanding of what, we together, hold as true doctrine so that as a church body, we are worshiping 
more fully. 

We do not intend for this to be a lofty seminary class that feels dry or impractical. As we have assembled 
this material a keyword has been “practical”.   We thoroughly wish for this time together to be very 
practical.  This will be very evident as we seek to sharpen one another through the reading of the word 
and practical questions concerning the material. 

	

Open	in	prayer. 

	

Introductory	Discussion:	

• What is the Bible? 

• How does God speak to us today? 

	

Distinguish	the	difference	between	“General”	and	“Special”	Revelation:	

• Look up and read Psalm 19:1 and Romans 1:20.   

General Revelation is what God has revealed to ALL of creation about Himself and His attributes. General 
revelation does not reveal to us God’s work of salvation, plan to redeem creation, nor does it reveal His 
specific plans or will for our individual lives. 

Special Revelation is what God has revealed to us concerning His specific plan of salvation. This specific 
revelation is found in its entirety in the pages of the 66 books of the Bible. It is only in and through His 
Word that we can know God’s plan for His people. 
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Read	aloud	Bethany’s	teaching	concerning	the	Scriptures,	found	in	our	Statement	of	Faith:	

“We believe that the Bible, consisting of the sixty–six books of the Old and New Testaments, is without error 
as originally written.1  The author of the Bible was God the Holy Spirit who guided the human authors2 so that 
the writings they produced were inspired (God–breathed) in every word and as a whole.3  Because Scripture is 
a product of God, who cannot lie,4 the Bible is entirely without error (inerrant) and is actually incapable of 
error in all that it affirms, not only in the realm of religion but in every matter upon which it speaks.5  We 
believe that the Bible is the sole authority for faith and practice, the only sufficient and necessary source to 
establish the doctrine and practice of both the individual believer and of the church as a whole.6 The 
foundation of our unity is God’s Word.7” 
 

	

The	Inspiration	of	Scripture:	

The Scriptures are inspired in the sense that they are the product of God’s breath, that is, a special work of the 
Holy Spirit.8   The speakers and writers of God’s words were inspired in the sense that they were acted upon 
by the Holy Spirit to produce, through them, God’s truth in human language.9 
 
Note: It is one thing for us to claim that the Bible is inspired; it is another thing completely for The Word of God to claim 
this of itself.  One claim is subjective (based on one’s feelings), the other is objective (based on presented truth). 
 

• Talk about these ideas.  Why does it matter who is making the claim?  What is the difference? 
 

	

The	Authority	of	Scripture:  

“Being God’s Word, the Scriptures inherently possess the right to command and to enforce obedience to their 
revelation of the divine will for mankind - both unsaved and saved peoples.  This right is the Bible’s authority.” 
(Barackman)10   

“As the Word of God, the Bible is truthful in everything that it teaches, without exception. God is true; 
therefore, what He says is true. It is a book overflowing with wisdom; it is “profitable” for us, equipping us in 
every way to live to the glory of God, even if that way seems strange to the world around us (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
And if the Bible is indeed the Word of God, what it says is what God says, meaning it has authority. Actually, 
that isn’t quite right. It’s not precise enough. The Bible doesn’t just have authority; it is the ultimate source of 
authority for all of creation.” (Armstrong)11 
 

	

The	Accuracy	of	Scripture:  

Biblical accuracy is usually expressed by the adjectives, “inerrant” and “infallible”. While these are often used 
synonymously, there is a difference in their meaning. “Inerrant” emphasizes the absence of errors, while 
“infallible” emphasizes the incapability of making mistakes or errors, as in the revelation of spiritual truth or 
the biblical definitions of doctrine. 

Biblical Inerrancy - This is that quality of the original Scriptures, or autographs, that describes them as being 
without error in their recording of facts and in the inspired utterances and writings of God’s spokesmen. 

Biblical Infallibility - This is that quality of the original Scriptures that describes them as being without error in 
the record of the utterances, events, and facts of sacred history and in their intrinsic teachings. This asserts 
that all biblical teachings, based on the inerrant original Scriptures, are true and reliable. 
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Practical	Application:	

Remember a key aspect of this study is the practical application of Theology.  (Please don’t hesitate to be 
specific as you share). 

• How do the truths of the inspiration, authority, accuracy of scripture practically help us to 
understand who God is better? 

• What aspect of the doctrine of Scripture is most difficult for you?   

• What aspect of the doctrine of Scripture gives you the most comfort?   

• How will the doctrine of Scripture influence your major life decisions you face this week?   

• How will you use the doctrine of scripture in personal evangelism this week? 

• How does/will the Doctrine of the Inspiration of Scripture influence you do worship deeper 
(Personally and corporately)? 

• How does the understanding that all Scripture is equally inspired affect how you read the Bible? 

 

1 Proverbs 30:5-6; John 17:17; See also: Revelation 22:18-19. 
2 2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Samuel 23:2; Acts 1:16 
3 John 10:35; 2 Timothy 3:16 
4 Numbers 23:19; See also: 1 Samuel 15:29; Titus 1:1-2; Hebrews 6:17-18. 
5 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 119:160; Titus 1:2  
6 Ephesians 6:17; See also: Acts 17:11; 1 Corinthians 10:6,11; Hebrews 4:12; and 2 Timothy 3:16 
7 1 Corinthians 1:10; Philippians 3:16; See also: Ephesians 4:3-6; Philippians 2:1-2; 1 Peter 4:10-11. 
8 2 Timothy 3:16 
9 2 Peter 1:21; Numbers 23:12; Deuteronomy 18:18; 2 Samuel 23:2 
10 Quote from “Practical Christian Theology” by Floyd H. Barackman; p.31 
11 Quote from “Devotional Doctrine” by Armstrong; p.18 

 


