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Week	5:	The	Church	and	its	Ordinances		
	
	
Open	in	prayer. 

	
Introductory	Discussion: 

• Read Matthew 16:18.  What does Jesus mean by “the church”? 
• Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-28.  In verse 28, what does Paul mean by “the church”? 
 
This week, we’ll be discussing matters concerning the church.  Often we talk about ‘going to church’, or 
the ‘mission of the church’, or the ‘ministries of the church’, but we don’t spend a lot of time talking 
about what the Church is. 
 
• What is the church? 
• Who is the church? 

 

Read	aloud	Bethany’s	teaching	concerning	the	Church,	found	in	our	Statement	of	Faith:	

“We believe that the universal Church, the Body of Christ, is made up of all true believers who are 
placed into this Body by the work of the Holy Spirit.1  We believe that a local church is an organized 
congregation of baptized believers2 associated together by a common faith and fellowship in the 
Gospel.  Its officers are biblically qualified men referred to in Scripture as elders (pastors) and 
deacons.3  God has given the local church authority on matters such as membership, leadership, 
discipline, ministry, and finances as directed in His Word.4  The purpose of the church is to glorify God 
by proclaiming and obeying His Word.”   

 

In our last study, we discussed the doctrine of Salvation.  As we think about the Church, it is critical to 
recognize that upon our salvation we are brought to an entirely new level of fellowship.  We are restored to 
fellowship with God the Father through His Son Jesus Christ, and we also enter into fellowship with the 
Church (fellow believers in Christ) as we together have been united with one another in the power of the 
Holy Spirit by our salvation in Christ.   

It’s important to make the distinction between the Local Church and the Invisible or Universal Church.  The 
Universal Church, is a wider understanding of the church. The Universal Church is seen as being 
established at Pentecost with the sending of the Holy Spirit to unite all believers across the world from that 
time forward by indwelling them.  It is these believers, indwelled by the Holy Spirit from Pentecost forward, 
that makes up the Universal Church. We must understand the profound miracle of every believer in Christ 
having been placed into the Body of Christ (The Church). We have fellow believers across the globe and 
throughout history. Through the power and indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we have been made one in Christ, 
and therefore are able to have true fellowship with any person who has placed their faith and trust in Christ 
Jesus. 

 

• After reading the description of the Universal Church, what do you think the local church is? 

• Why might the local church be important? 
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Consider	the	following	excerpt	from	Big	Truths	for	Young	Hearts	by	Bruce	Ware	(p.199-200): 

It…matters that we think of the church as specific local communities of Christians who 
gather together on a regular basis to worship God and to serve both God and one 
another.  You see, Christians cannot sing songs of praise and gather to worship God in 
the universal church—where would they meet?  And Christians cannot hear the Bible 
taught and proclaimed in the universal church—who would teach and preach?  And 
Christians cannot gather to baptize new followers of Christ or take the Lord’s Supper in 
the universal church—how could this happen?  Rather, Christians must meet in smaller 
local gatherings to sing, pray, worship, hear preaching, be baptized, take the Lord’s 
Supper, serve one another, hold each other accountable, and urge one another to love 
and do good deeds. 

Meeting in local churches is important to the life and well-being of all Christians.  The 
writer to the Hebrews was concerned throughout his letter to encourage Christian 
people to remain faithful to Christ to the end.  Many of these followers of Christ were 
being persecuted, and some were leaving the Christian faith to avoid suffering.  Others 
left Christ simply because they wanted to fit in with those around them.  So, this writer 
is deeply concerned that Christian people are helped to grow in their faith and to stand 
against the many temptations to leave Christ for the world.  In light of this deep concern 
for faithfulness to Christ, these words are so very important: “Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us 
consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 
see the Day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:23-25).  Sometimes you hear Christian people 
say that they have a “church” by themselves out in the woods or walking along a beach.  
But this simply is not “church”.  Such times alone with the Lord, enjoying the beauty of 
creation and praying quietly to Him, can be encouraging and calming and beneficial in 
many ways.  But this is no substitute for gathering together on a regular basis with other 
Christians.  Why?  

	
Discuss	the	local	church:	

• According to this excerpt, what makes up the local church?   

• Do we make up a local church when we pray with a fellow believer at lunchtime at school or work?  
Or when we are involved in a community Bible study?   

• What distinguishes a local church from a campus ministry or missions organization?   

	

Read	aloud	this	statement	from	the	Statement	of	Faith	Concerning	the	Ordinances.	
“We believe the local church is to observe the two ordinances of Baptism and Communion as instructed by 
our Lord in His Word.5  They are both a remembrance and proclamation of Christ’s work until He returns.6  
Baptism is the immersion in water of a believer7 performed in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit.8  It is an outward sign of identification with Christ.9  A fruit of salvation is obedience in baptism.  
During communion, the church commemorates together the death of Christ on our behalf by the use of the 
bread and cup.10  This commemoration should always be preceded by careful self–examination.11” 
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Discuss	the	Ordinances:	

This	discussion	should	be	brief	as	we	teach	on	these	matters	each	time	we	share	communion	or	celebrate	a	baptism.			
Still,	this	is	an	excellent	time	to	review	these	matters.	

• What does the word ordinance mean?  

• Why does the church practice communion, according to the BBC Statement of Faith? 

• Why do people get baptized, according to the BBC Statement of Faith? 

	

	
Practical	Application:	

Remember a key aspect of this study is the practical application of Theology.  (Please don’t hesitate to be 
specific as you share). 

 

• How do the truths of the Church practically help us to better understand who God is? 

• What aspect of the doctrine of the Church is most difficult for you to grasp?   

• How does knowing that God has placed you into the Church give you comfort?   

• How will this teaching on the Church influence your life and worship this week?   

• How can you use the doctrines of the Church in personal evangelism this week? 

• How does tonight’s discussion encourage you to seek out deeper and truer fellowship with 
brothers and sisters in the local church? 

• Why is it important for us as Christians to meet together regularly in our local church? 

• How has this discussion affected your thoughts on communion and/or baptism? 

1 1 Corinthians 12:13 – See also: Ephesians 1:22-23  
2 Acts 2:41-42  
3 1 Timothy 3 
4 2 Timothy 3:16-17 – See also: Matthew 18:15-18; Acts 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 5:4-5, 13; 1 Timothy 3:15 
5 Matthew 28:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-24 
6 Romans 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 11:26 
7 Acts 8:38-39  
8 Matthew 28:19 
9 Romans 6:3-4 
101 Corinthians 11:26 – See also: Matthew 26:29 
11 1 Corinthians 11:28  

 


